
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sandy Lane Primary School 
Music Curriculum 
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Focus area  Strand  KS1 LKS2 UKS2 

KS1- 
Developing 
basic musical skills, 
understanding 
of musical elements, 
and confidence in 
performance. 

Listening and Appraising 

  

  

 

  

 

  

 

 
 

LKS2- 
Building on basic skills, 
introducing more 
complex musical 
elements, and refining 
performance skills. 

Creating and Composing 

 - Explore musical elements 
such as repetition, contrast, 
and variation. 

 

 

UKS2- 
Developing 
advanced musical skills, 
understanding 
complex musical 

Performing 



concepts, and refining 
performance abilities. 

 
   

 Understanding Musical 
Elements 

Recognize and respond to 
basic musical terms like 
fast/slow, loud/quiet, 
high/low. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



KS1 

Strand  WTS  EXS  GDS  

Listening and 
Appraising 

- Recognizes a few 
simple elements of 
music (e.g., 
fast/slow, high/low). 

 Identifies basic 
musical elements 
(e.g., rhythm, pitch, 
dynamics) in pieces 
of music. 

 Describes a wider 
range of musical 
elements and 
responds to music 
from different 
cultures. 

 

Creating and 
Composing 

Explores sounds and 
creates simple 
compositions with 
support. 

 Creates short, 
simple compositions 
using untuned 
instruments and 
basic patterns. 

 Independently 
composes more 
structured pieces 
with a clear sense of 
beginning, middle, 
and end. 

 

Performing Performs simple 
songs with some 
help, using basic 
body movements. 

 Performs songs 
from memory with 
increasing accuracy 
and expression. 

 Performs 
confidently with 
expressive control 
and begins to use 
dynamics and 
phrasing. 

 



Understanding 
Musical Elements 

Responds to simple 
musical terms with 
support (e.g., 
fast/slow, 
loud/quiet). 

 Recognizes and 
responds to basic 
musical terms and 
explores their 
meanings. 

 Demonstrates a 
deeper 
understanding of 
musical terms and 
how they relate to 
the music being 
studied. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



LKS2 

Strand  WTS  EXS  GDS  

Listening and 
Appraising 

Identifies some key 
features of music 
with support (e.g., 
melody, rhythm). 

 Identifies and 
describes key 
musical elements 
such as melody, 
rhythm, texture, 
and form. 

 Discusses and 
compares a wider 
variety of music 
from different styles 
and traditions. 

 

Creating and 
Composing 

Creates 
compositions using 
a limited range of 
instruments and 
basic musical 
devices 

 Composes 
structured pieces 
with simple 
repetition and 
variation. 

 Uses musical devices 
creatively to 
develop complex 
compositions with 
contrasting sections. 

 

Performing Sings simple songs 
with increasing 
accuracy and 
expression with 
support. 

 - Performs a varied 
repertoire of songs 
with confidence and 
accuracy. 

 Performs 
expressively with 
advanced 
techniques and 
shows an 
understanding of 
phrasing and 
dynamics. 

 

Understanding 
Musical Elements 

Uses graphic 
notation and simple 

 Responds to simple 
musical notation 
and can interpret 

 Understands and 
uses more complex 
musical notations 

 



symbols to 
represent music 

basic graphic 
scores. 

(e.g., staff notation) 
to represent musical 
ideas 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



UKS2 

Strand  WTS  EXS  GDS  

Listening and 
Appraising 

Recognises some 
musical features but 
may struggle with 
more complex 
musical concepts. 

 Analyses and 
compares a wide 
range of music from 
different genres, 
styles, and historical 
periods. 

 Evaluates and 
discusses in detail 
the impact of 
context, culture, and 
style on music. 

 

Creating and 
Composing 

Creates simple 
compositions with a 
basic understanding 
of musical devices 

 Composes more 
complex pieces 
using a variety of 
musical techniques 
such as harmony, 
counterpoint, and 
dynamics. 

 Creates 
sophisticated 
compositions that 
demonstrate a high 
level of creativity 
and skill in using 
musical elements. 

 

Performing - Performs with 
accuracy but may 
lack expression and 
control. 

 Performs 
confidently with 
accuracy, fluency, 
and expression. 

 Performs 
expressively, 
demonstrating 
advanced 
techniques such as 
improvisation and 
ensemble skills. 

 

Understanding 
Musical Elements 

Understands basic 
musical notation 
with some support. 

 Uses a variety of 
musical notations 
(e.g., staff notation) 
accurately. 

 Demonstrates a 
deep understanding 
of musical theory 
and notation, using 
them effectively in 

 



both performance 
and composition. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Sandy Lane Primary School Music Overview 
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